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We live in a world where you have to be tough. We are told 

things like defend yourself, don’t trust anyone, speak up for yourself, 
get ahead in life, show your strength preemptively, intimidate others, 
hate your enemies, own weapons, don’t admit your weaknesses, and 
the survival of the fittest. This mindset effects all of us and contributes 
to an endless cycle of violence. Who will take the risk to disrupt it? 
One such person who took that risk was God Godself. 
 

On the first Christmas night, which we celebrate today, God sent 
God’s own Son into the world “as an infant wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger.” Jesus was anything but tough. He was at 
the complete mercy of his parents, Mary and Joseph, who were 
travelling to the city of David for the census when he was born. The 
infant Jesus had no way to defend himself. This vulnerability wasn’t 
limited to his birth, but continued into his public ministry and even to 
his death on the cross. Fulfilling the prophesy of Isaiah, from start to 
finish, he was the Prince of Peace whose dominion was to be forever 
peaceful. 

 
The birth of Jesus Christ teaches us that God’s peace cannot be 

brought about through toughness. In our own day, being tough on 
crime or enforcing law and order is not the same as bringing God’s 
peace into our world, as Jesus did. That is why in our First Reading 
from the prophet Isaiah, we heard, “for the yoke that weighed on them, 
the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, these you 



have broken…for all the footgear clanking over the ground and all the 
clothing rolled in blood, will be burnt, will be food for the flames.” In 
other words, using law and order or toughness to keep people 
oppressed in order to maintain the status quo is not God’s peace. 
Those who try to deal with violence through toughness, however 
righteously, only perpetuate the cycle of violence and injustice. Even in 
the Old Testament, God breaks that cycle. 

 
The birth of Jesus Christ teaches us that God’s peace is brought 

about through vulnerability. It seems soft and counter-intuitive, but 
whenever all people can be vulnerable, just like the new-born Jesus, a 
new world begins to emerge. In this world, the cycle of violence is 
broken. Instead of having to defend yourself, you can be more 
welcoming. Instead of having to be perfect, you can admit your 
mistakes. Instead of having to be afraid, you can be more trusting. 
Instead of holding everything in, you can share your story. Of course, a 
few people will take advantage of you. But that is why it is a risk, one 
that God Godself was willing to take. 

 
Jesus calls us to vulnerability, not toughness, to bring about God’s peace 

on earth. In what ways have I favored toughness over vulnerability? 
 
Today, as we gather around the nativity scene, let us see a God 

who took the risk to disrupt the cycle of violence. Let us see a God 
who instead of becoming tough became vulnerable, human like us in 
every way but sin. May we recommit ourselves to the Gospel demand 
to be peacemakers, for “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called children of God. Then, we will receive the blessing from the 
angel, who sang on Christmas night, ‘glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace to those on whom God’s favor rests.’ 


